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Miom^ Docket NO.962.016US] 

SCHWEGMAN ■ LUNDBERG ■ WOESSNER ■ KLUTH 

United States Patent Application 

COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OP ATTORNEY 

A$ a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence^ post office address and citizenship axe as 
stated below next to my name; that \ 

I verily believe I am the origmal, first and joint inventor of the subject matter which is claimed and for which 
a patent is sought on the invention entitled; IQ^OWLEDGE-MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS FOR LAW FIRMS , 

The specification of which was filed on December_30. 2Q0j as application serial no. 1Q/75K269 . 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above^identified specification, 
including the claims^ as amended by any amendment referr^ to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of thi$ application in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R- § 1.56 (attached hereto). I also acknowledge my duty to disclose all information known 
to be material to patentability which became available betwisen a filing date of a prior application and the national or 
POT international filing date in the event this is a Continua1iion-In-Part application in accordance with 37 C.F.R- § 
1.63(e). 1 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. §1 19(a)-(d) or 365(b) of any foreign application(s) 
for patent or inventor^s certificate, or 365(a) of any PCT international application which designated at least one 
country other than ttie United States of America, listed below and have also identified below any foreign application 
for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of the application on the basis of which priority is 
claimed: 

No such claim for priority is being made at this time. 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) pf any United States provisional appUcation(s) listed 
below: i 

Anplication Number Filing Date 

60/437169 December 30> 2002 

60/4S0476 June 19, 2003 

i 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S-C. § 120 or i365(c) of any United States and PCT international 
application(s) listed below and^ insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed 
in the prior United States or PCT international application ip the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C, 
§ 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § L56(a) which became 
available between the filing date of the prior application anijl the national or PCT mtemational filing date of this 
application: 



No svcfa claim for priority is being made at tbis time. 
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I hereby appoint the atcomeys associated with the customer number listed below to prosecute this application 
and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected herewith: 

Cnstomer Number: 211S6 

I hereby authorize them to act and rely on iD3tnictioii& from and commimicaie directly with the 

persop/assignee/attomey/finn/organization/whoAvbich £ist senda/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have 

consented after full disclosure to be represented wilessAuitil I mstntct Schwegman, Lundbeig, Woessner & Kluth, P. A. to the contraxy . 

Please direct all coirespondence in this case to Schwegmabj Ldindberg) Woessncr & Klnth, P,A. at the address indicated below: 

P.O. Box 2938, Minncapofis, MN 55402 
Telephone No. (612)373-6900 



I hereby decl^ that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and diat all statements made on infomiation and 
bdi^are believed to be true; and Airther that these stexements w^e made with the knowledge that willful false scatements and the like so 
made are punishable by line or iuipnsonnienti or both, under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardi2e the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 

Full Name of joint inventor number 1 ; Forrest Rhp^ds 

Citizenship: United States of America Residence: North Oaks^ MN 

Post Office Address: 1 5 Red Fox Rd. 



Signature: 





Date: 



Forrest Rhoads 



X Additional inventors are being named on separately numbered sheetSi attached hereu>. 
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Full Name of joint inventor number 2 : Trace Liggett 
Citizenship: United States of America 

Post Office Address: 12287 Appalachian Trail 

Rosemount, MN 5S068 



Signature: 



Trace Liggett 



Residence; Rosemount, MN 



Date : 3^^-^^^ ^ 
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Filing Pate: December 36, 2003 

§ 1.56 Duty to disclose infonnation material to patentability. 

(a) ^ A patent by its very nature is affected with a public Interest The public interest is best served, and the most effective patent 
examination occurs vyhen, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all information 
material to patentabUity. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and good 
faith m dealing with the Office, which includes a dur/ to disclose lo the Office all infonnation known to that individual to be material to 
patentabihqr as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the claim is canceled 
or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned, Infonnation material to the patentability of a claim that is 
canceled or wididrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the infonnation is not material to the pateqtabili^ of any claim 
remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit infonnation which is not material to the patentability of any 
existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all infonnation known 
to be matenal to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in Ae manner prescribed by 
§§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an applicatioi) in connection with which fraud on the Office was practiced 
or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages applicants to 
carefully examine: ^ 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a couoieipart application, and 

(2) the closest infonnation over which individuals associated with ifae filing or prosecution of apatent application believe any 
pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material infonnation contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, infonnation is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to infonnation already of record or beine 
made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other infonnation, a prima ftde case of unpatentability of a claimi or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent witii, a position the s^plicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability . 

A prima 6ci6 case of unpatentability is established when the infonnation compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which m^ be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 



(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named m the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) EvEiy other person who is substantively mvolved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is associated 
with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing infonnation to the attoniev 
agent, or mventor. 
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ASSIGNMENT 

WHEREAS, Wc, Forrest Rhoads, residing at IS Red Fox Rd„ North Oaks. MN 
55127, and Trace Liggett, residing at 122S7 Appalachian Trail. Rosemount MN 55068. made 
certain new and useful inventions and improvements for which we filed an application for 
Letters Patent of the United States on Dficember 3Q> 2003. which application was assigned U.S. 
patent application serial number 10/7SK269. and is entitled KNOWLEDGR-MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS FOR LAW FIRMS: 

AND WHEREAS, West Publishing Company . DBA Thomson West a corporation 
organized and existing under and by virme of the laws of the State of , and having an office and 
place of business at 610 Qpoerman Drive. Eagan, MN 55123 (hereinafter "Assignee"), is 
desirous of acquiring the entire right, title and interest in and to said inventions, improvements 
and application and in and to the Letters Patent to be obtamed therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, to all whom it may concern, be it known that for good and 
valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency whereof is hereby acknowledged, we have 
sold, assigned, and transferred, and by these presents do sell, assign and transfer unto said 
Assignee, its successors or assigns, the entire right, title and interest for all countries in and to all 
inventions and improvements disclosed in the aforesaid application, and in and to the said 
application, all divisions, continuations, continuations-in-part, or renewals thereof, all Letters 
Patent which may be granted there from, and all reissues or extensions of such patents, and in 
and to any and all applications which have been or shall be filed in any foreign countries for 
Letters Patent on the said inventions and improvements, including an assignment of all rights 
under the provisions of the International Convention, and all Letters Patent of foreign countries 
which may be granted there from; and we do hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarics to issue any and all United States Letters Patent for the aforesaid 
inventions and improvements to the said Assignee as the assignee of the entire right, title and 
interest in and to the same, for the use of the said Assignee, its successors and assigns. 

AND, for the consideration aforesaid, we do hereby agree that we and our executors and 
legal representatives will make, ejcecute and deliver any and all other instruments in writing 
including any and all further application papers, afSdavits, assignments and other documents, 
and will communicate to said Assignee, its successors and representatives all facts known to us 
relating to said improvements and the history thereof and will testify in all legal proceedings and 
generally do all tilings which may be necessary or desirable more effectually to secure to and 
vest in said Assignee, its successors or assigns the entire right, title and interest in and to the said 
improvements, inventions, applications, Letters Patent, rights, titles, benefits, privileges and 
advantages hesreby sold, assigned and conveyed, or intended so to be. 
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AND, furthermore, we covenant and agreeiwith said Assignee, its successors and assigns, 
that no assignment, granl^ mortgage, license or other agreement affecting the rights and property 
herein conveyed has been made to others by us a^ that full right to convey the same as herein 
expressed is possessed by us« , 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this C7 day of 
'':MMaM. .2005. 



STATE OF 



)ss 

COUNTY OF ) 

On this ____ day of , 2005 before me personally appeared Forrest 

Rhoads, to me known aiul known to me to be tba person described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and he/she duly acknowledged me that l^e/she executed the same for the uses and putposes 
therein set forth. 



[SEAL] 



Notary Public 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand tiiis ^^^ av of 




STATE OF 



J 



COUNTY OF 



)ss 
J 



Trace Liggett 



On this 



.day of ^ 



^ 2j005 before me personally appeared Trace Liggett 



to me known and knowi to me to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing mstrument, 
and he/she duly acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same for the uses and purposes therein set 
forth. 



[SEAL] 



: Notary Public 



I 



